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WELSH RAREBITS

 Gift Vouchers

Give an extra special GIFT this year.
From country houses to boutique boltholes, Welsh Rarebits’ 
members are all different, but they offer the same thing – 
genuine Welsh hospitality.

02 THE WELSH RAREBITS COLLECTION
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This year, why not treat a loved one to a gift experience at 
one of our unique venues by giving them a Welsh Rarebits 
gift voucher towards an unforgettable stay? 
Monetary vouchers 25 Gift Experience 
vouchers 135

Wherever and whenever you decide to visit, you’re 
guaranteed a warm Welsh welcome.

Gift vouchers from £25
Downloadable e-vouchers from £25
Gift Experiences from £135
For more information rarebits.co.uk
Email info@rarebits.co.uk 
Tel +44 (0)1570 470785

E-vouchers 

available for 

last minute 

presents.
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04 THE WELSH RAREBITS COLLECTION

RAREBITS 
REVEALED

So what makes a Welsh Rarebit? You’re just about to dip into a 
guide containing 28 properties. They’re all different. Very different 
– everything from traditional country houses to cutting-edge 
boutique boltholes, luxury spas to historic inns. And they’re all a 
million miles removed from the bland, corporate, soulless places 
run by the big boys of the so-called hospitality industry.

Ah, hospitality … now there’s a word. In its 
proper, warm and welcoming sense it’s one 
that can truly be applied to Welsh Rarebits 
hotels. Rarebits mightn’t conform to a 
standard pattern, but they do share a few 
things in common – and one of them is 
their genuine hospitality.

It’s why we always include a photograph 
of the hosts at each property (how many 
other hotel guides do that?). Rarebits 
are mainly small, but perfectly formed. 
What’s more, they tend to be personally 
owned and run by hands-on hosts, 
which explains their high levels of 
care and service.

And, of course, there’s quality too. 
Membership of the Rarebits club is by 
invitation only. Over the last 30-odd years we 
have built up an international reputation as 
Wales’ leading collection of places to stay. 
We look at things like comfort, attention-to-
detail, food, décor and all those small touches 
that add up to so much, separating the best 
from the rest.

At the same time, we embrace individuality. 
Take a random look at a few of our properties. 
One might be a centuries-old inn where 
stagecoaches used to stop, another a trendy 
townhouse. Or a cool re-invented seaside 
retreat, even a very tasty Restaurant with 
Rooms perhaps.

They’re all different. 
But they’re all Rarebits.
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Book your next hotel online at rarebits.co.uk
Enquire directly with Welsh Rarebits on
0800 103 2660
Contact Hotels directly, see listings from page 12.

HOTEL 
BOOKINGS & 
ENQUIRIES

PAGE ICONS
On each member’s page there are icons giving you 
a guideline as to some of the features available.

Dogs Welcome

Accessible FacilitiesFamily Friendly*

Wedding FacilitiesSwimming Pool

Fishing**

Business Facilities

Spa or Fitness Centre

Electric Car Charging

SIGN UP TO OUR NEWSLETTER

STAY UP TO DATE WITH THE LATEST NEWS, OFFERS, 
COMPETITIONS AND LAST-MINUTE AVAILABILITY.

WelshRarebits@rarebits welshrarebitswelshrarebitshotels

*Families – restrictions may apply. There 
may be an age limit below which children 
cannot be accommodated. Please check 
directly with the hotel at time of booking.
**Fishing – facilities on site or nearby.

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure accuracy 
in this publication, Welsh Rarebits can accept no 
liability whatsoever for any errors, inaccuracies 
or omissions, or for any matter in any way connected 
with or arising out of the publication of the information.
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Hotels of Distinction 2021 07

JOIN OUR CLUB
We value your loyalty and would be delighted if we could offer 
you our Rare Rewards and other brand benefits. 

You can earn rewards through collecting points by booking your 
accommodation directly with us, receive regular offers and discounts, 
exclusive competitions and monthly prize draws, sale previews 
and upgrade membership tiers through collecting points when 
booking with us. 

Go straight to the top with our Platinum Membership and 
receive all of our standard benefits plus exclusive rewards 
throughout the year, loyalty card, birthday gift and free room 
upgrades*. You will also be able to load your gift voucher 
credit onto your card with unlimited expiry.

RARE 
REWARDS

*Subject to availability, T&Cs apply. 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN JOIN OUR CLUB:
Go to www.rarebits.co.uk/rare-rewards and 
sign up by completing our online form. Sign up
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REMEMBERING 
‘EM GRIFF’, 
FOUNDER OF 
WELSH RAREBITS

A Tribute to Emyr Griffith

08 THE WELSH RAREBITS COLLECTION
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Emyr invented Welsh Rarebits. we say 
‘invented’ since there was nothing quite like 
it in the mid-1980s. Emyr was passionate 
about Wales and passionate about people. 
When he walked into a room he lit a blue 
touch paper; or, perhaps a better metaphor, 
he was a firework that entertained 
and dazzled.

Emyr’s vision saw beyond the lacklustre 
hotel and hospitality scene of the time. 
He knew there were places out there that 
provided quality, commitment to excellence 
and that all-important ‘croeso’, or welcome. 
So he invented Welsh Rarebits which was, 
when you come to think of it, an extension 
of himself.

Over the years, he travelled countless miles 
the length and breadth of Wales along with 
Roger Thomas, our erstwhile consultant 
Editor, researching new properties, arguing 
about who knew the best short cuts, getting 
lost up country lanes, meeting farmers in 
pubs, drinking red wine and even, on one 
occasion, sharing a bed (don’t ask) 
Morecambe and Wise-style.

He charmed and cajoled in the nicest possible 
way. Unlike the slick salesman, he totally 
believed – 110 per cent – in what he was 
doing. It was his mission in life. People 
warmed to his enthusiasm and energy, and 
within a decade Welsh Rarebits had become 
synonymous from London to Los Angeles, 
Melbourne to Manchester, with quality.
By 2010, Emyr had decided he wanted 
to spend more me-time, so passed the 
Rarebits reins on to two hoteliers – Chris 
Hutton and Mike Morgan – who were well 
equipped to take over and carry on the good 
work, both being long-standing Rarebits 
members themselves. He stayed on as 
consultant for a few years, keeping 

a watchful eye as The Welsh Rarebits 
Collection spread its wings, still travelling 
to his favourite spots, still the same old 
irrepressible Em. 

If you travelled with him it was always an 
adventure. And he was always late, since 
even the supposedly briefest of exchanges 
with petrol pump attendants, shopkeepers, 
bar staff, farmers, postmen and ladies who 
lunched took ten times longer than was 
strictly necessary. That was the fun of it 
all, and you ended up with a deeper, more 
meaningful picture of Wales and what it 
was to be Welsh.

His spirit is spread throughout Wales. 
Next time you’re in one of his favourite 
places – St Brides Spa Hotel, or the golf 
links opposite the Trefeddian at Aberdyfi, 
or Portmeirion, or the bar in the Bear 
Hotel – you may sense the vestiges of 
his presence. He’d invariably be smiling.
 And – Em being Em – he’d invariably 
be putting a smile on your face too.  

We miss him.

It’s probable that many readers of this tribute won’t know 
much about Emyr Griffith. In the flesh, he was anything 
but an anonymous figure. If you’d ever met him, you’d know 
all about it – and the man.

EMYR 
GRIFFITH

1937—2021

Hotels of Distinction 2021 09

rarebits.co.uk
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A UNIQUE COLLECTION OF 
SMALL HOTELS, INNS, 
FARMS, GUEST HOUSES 
AND PLACES TO EAT 
THROUGHOUT WALES.

A UNIQUE COLLECTION OF COSY 
COTTAGES, ROMANTIC BOLTHOLES 
AND EXCLUSIVE PRIVATE RENTALS 
FOR SELF-CATERING OR FULLY 
SERVICED GETAWAYS IN WALES.

01 Escape, Llandudno
02 Plas Dinas, Caernarfon
03 Penbontbren, Cardigan Bay

01 Brig Y Don, Gwbert
02 By the Wye, Hay on Wye
03 Plas Gwynfryn, Harlech

For a free copy of our brochure, 
go to our website  
little-places.co.uk
or call  +44 (0)1570 470785

For a free copy of our brochure, 
go to our website 
rarehideaways.co.uk 
or call  +44 (0)1570 470785
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gourmetwales.co.uk

BUY WELSH HAMPERS 
& ARTISAN FOOD 
PRODUCTS AT

If you’ve loved a meal at a Welsh Rarebits Collection restaurant, why not re-create 
your favourite dish or drink with genuine Welsh products from Artisan producers 
available to purchase from Gourmet Wales’ online shop.

gourmetwales.co.uk

Hampers

from
£50

Visit our 

online 
shop!
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Mount Snowdon – Yr Wyddfa in Welsh – rears its head above 
all else. The highest summit in Wales and England gives 
its name to the Snowdonia National Park. But this big, 

845
Everest might have trained 

Snowdonia amongst its 
sheltered valleys, oakwoods, scenic lakes and sandy coastline. 

Snowdonia’s 2 000
routes and paths. The National Park is by no means the 
north’s only attraction. There are also three protected 
‘Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty’ – the coastlines 
fringing the Isle of Anglesey and Llŷn Peninsula, and grassy, 
rolling hills along the borderland Clwydian Range and 
Dee Valley. With so much natural beauty it’s little wonder 
that North Wales has become the UK’s activities capital.

NORTH

01 Bodysgallen Hall & Spa Llandudno
02 The Bull  Anglesey
03 Château Rhianfa Anglesey
04 Coes Faen Spa Lodge Barmouth
05 The Hand at Llanarmon Llangollen
06 Penmaenuchaf Hall Dolgellau 
07 Portmeirion Village  Near Porthmadog
08 St George’s Hotel Llandudno
09 Tre-Ysgawen Hall Hotel & Spa Anglesey
10 Tyddyn Llan Corwen

12 THE WELSH RAREBITS COLLECTION
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BODYSGALLEN HALL & SPA 
Llandudno

A true HISTORIC HOUSE with historic gardens too – it’s now a NATIONAL TRUST property. 
Immaculate in all ways – LUXURIOUS, STYLISH AND SUPREMELY COMFORTABLE, with 
accomplished cuisine. Superb facilities – magnificent SPA AND POOL.

Llandudno LL30 1RS info@bodysgallen.com

Rooms 31
B&B from £200 for 2
Host  Elgan Roberts 
Must do See – and smell – the historic garden

This celebrated hotel needs no real 
introduction. Bodysgallen’s reputation 
precedes it as one of Britain’s top country 
house hotels. Lavish amounts of care 
and attention have been devoted to this 
distinguished 17th-century house. Skilful, 
sympathetic restoration, antique furnishings, 
old paintings and fresh flowers everywhere 
combine to create an ambience of warmth 
and well-being. The extensive grounds 
and gardens are equally magnificent, with 
terraced lawns, rose gardens and rare 
17th-century parterre of box hedges filled 
with sweet-scented herbs. With such a 
rich heritage, it is entirely appropriate that 
Bodysgallen is now the property of the 
National Trust by donation, with all profits 
benefiting the house and the charity.
The hotel has 15 supremely comfortable 

bedrooms together with equally well-
appointed cottage suites in the grounds. 
The hotel’s food and wine are also of 
uncompromisingly high standards. The hotel 
restaurant offers the ultimate fine dining 
experience, with imaginative menus created by 
Head Chef Abdalla El Shershaby using locally 
sourced produce and seasonal fruit, vegetables 
and herbs grown in the hotel gardens. 
Bodysgallen’s first-class facilities extend 
to a superb spa and leisure complex with a 
50ft swimming pool, whirlpool, sauna, steam 
room, gymnasium, beauty treatment rooms, 
club room and sun terraces. This haven of 
tranquillity seems to exist in its own privileged 
world, yet it is close to some of North Wales’s 
most popular places, including Victorian 
Llandudno and medieval Conwy. Your host 
is Elgan Roberts.

01 Book Direct 0800 093 8239

MEMBERS SINCE  1985

14 THE WELSH RAREBITS COLLECTION
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The Bull effortlessly pulls off that elusive 
mix of traditional charm and cutting 
edge contemporary design making it an 
aspirational and stylish seaside escape. 
Choose to sleep off an abundance of Menai 
Straits sea air in either its 400-year-old 
Inn complete with original beams and 
contemporary fabrics, or in The Townhouse, 
its trendy boutique hotel next door where 
every room lives and breathes its own 
colour theme. The historic bar has cosy low 
ceilings, ancient artefacts and squishy sofas.
The toasty log fire is the hub of Beaumaris. 
Well-kept hand drawn cask and craft ales, 
seasonal mixology, the massive gin collection 
and the newest addition of the highest quality 
barista-made coffee, make tearing yourself 
away for dinner a challenge. But no stay 
at the Bull is complete without sampling 
the critically acclaimed food. The vibrant 

brasserie, Coach, offers carefully sourced 
and expertly cooked food. Menus, driven by 
the seasons, change monthly allowing the 
talented kitchen to showcase the freshest 
local ingredients available. Overlooking the 
pretty courtyard, this light and airy, constantly 
buzzing space, is a joy to eat in during the 
winter next to its open fire or in the summer 
with the sun beaming in through the open 
stable doors. Their seafood wins regular and 
justifiably generous plaudits. You’ll find 
The Bull on the south-east coast of Anglesey 
in the colourful town of Beaumaris. Designated 
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the 
Isle of Anglesey is surrounded by some of 
the prettiest and most dramatic coastline 
in the UK. It’s perfectly placed as a base for 
exploring Snowdonia, there’s something 
there for everybody come rain or shine.

THE BULL
Beaumaris

GREAT EXPECTATIONS (AND SURPRISES)! All that you would expect of an historic inn – and more. 
Old beams, stunning new Townhouse – and a DESTINATION RESTAURANT renowned for its 
modern cuisine. SURROUNDED BY HISTORY – mighty Beaumaris Castle at the end of the street.

Castle Street, Beaumaris, Isle of Anglesey LL58 8AP info@bullsheadinn.co.uk

Rooms 25
B&B from £105 for 2
Host  David Robertson 
Must do Visit Beaumaris Castle – a World Heritage Site

02 Book Direct 0800 195 3381

MEMBERS SINCE  1988

Hotels of Distinction 2021 15
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16 THE WELSH RAREBITS COLLECTION

CHÂTEAU RHIANFA
Menai Bridge

A TRULY THEATRICAL EXPERIENCE – become Lord of the Manor at this outstanding historic 
property. WARM AND SUPREMELY COMFORTABLE TOO, with luxurious bedrooms and suites. 
SUPERB LOCATION on Anglesey’s Menai Strait, with exotic gardens and expansive views.

Beaumaris Road, Menai Bridge, Anglesey LL59 5NS   hello@chateaurhianfa.com

Rooms 16
B&B from £159 for 2
Host  Dylan Hughes 
Must do Visit the National Trust’s Plas Newydd, another fabulous mansion

03

Going over the top is not our style – we prefer 
to let Welsh Rarebits properties speak for 
themselves. But with Château Rhianfa it’s 
a case of having to rein ourselves in. It’s 
probably the most opulent and romantic 
– certain the most palatial – of our members. 
From the outside it looks like a fairytale 
palace – which is precisely what it is. This 
Grade II Star listed building, modelled on a 
French Renaissance chateau from the Loire 
Valley, was built in 1849 as an aristocratic 
country retreat. Some retreat. From the tips 
of its conical towers to the bottom of its 
exotic gardens, lapped by the waters of the 
Menai Strait, it’s a survivor from the vanished 
age of unimaginable privilege. Within, the 
effect is – if anything – even more eye-
opening. There are, for example, grand 
spaces like the Drawing Room and intimate 

cubby holes hidden within those conical 
towers, summer and winter terraces, a Music 
Room and Garden Room. The overall effect is… 
well, quite overwhelming. The furnishing and 
décor are perfectly pitched for such theatrical 
surroundings, with tapestries and telescopes, 
portraits and painted ceilings, chandeliers 
and gilded mirrors, statues and stained-glass 
windows. Suffice to say that Château Rhianfa 
doesn’t do modish minimalism, though the 
big bedrooms (with vast beds) have fabulous 
contemporary bathrooms and a ‘vintage-
modern’ style which, again, is perfectly in tune 
with this 21st-century palace. You also have 
the choice of crisp, modern Lodge Rooms and 
large Cottage Suites. Dining is another 
‘experience’, at the intimate Le Dragon Rouge 
restaurant which – like the rest of Château 
Rhianfa – commands dreamy views across the 
Menai Strait to the mountains of Snowdonia. 

MEMBERS SINCE  2021

Book Direct 0800 103 2753
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COES FAEN SPA LODGE
Barmouth

The PERSONALISED SPA EXPERIENCE is just the start of it. A TRULY REMARKABLE 
transformation of a Victorian lodge into a SOPHISTICATED, INTIMATE, bolthole. 
A NEW CONCEPT in 21st-century hospitality, perfectly executed.

Barmouth LL42 1TE   croeso@coesfaen.co.uk

Rooms 7
B&B from £185 for 2
Hosts  Richard & Sara Parry-Jones 
Must do Climb Cader Idris and visit Harlech Castle 

Coes Faen is very deliberately named as a 
Spa Lodge. What began life as a Victorian lodge 
has been reinvented for the 21st century – 
reborn, really – using generous space, glass, 
that indefinably calming seaside light and 
cutting edge technology to give guests a 
remarkable experience cut through with 
relaxation, wellbeing and luxury. There is no 
spa in the conventional sense (Coes Faen 
doesn’t do convention). What you have here 
are individual spas experiences and features 
in each bedroom so that you can have your 
own private, personalised treatments from 
fully qualified massage and complementary 
health specialists. The serene sophisticated 
rooms are as indulgently individual as they are 
astounding. There’s the handcrafted wooden 
ash bath made by a boatbuilder, velvet 
armchairs fit for a palace, oak floors and 
Italian marble bathrooms, all with underfloor 
heating. Located in the iconic Clock House 

04

MEMBERS SINCE  2019

Book Direct 0800 470 1077

opposite the Lodge is Mawddach, a new and 
exclusive waterside Suite. A secluded, spacious 
double bedroom with an en-suite bathroom and 
an adjoining chillout room, all with amazing 
views over water and the south Snowdonia 
National Park peaks. The UK’s largest all-glass 
atrium roof harvests solar energy, a natural rock 
outcrop is seamlessly incorporated into the 
entrance hall, with clear spring water trickling 
down into a pool, sweeping views of Snowdonia, 
every conceivable high-tech and indulgent 
luxury, waterproof TV remote control, computer-
controlled lighting for a start. As you’d expect, 
the food and wine (a mix of Tuscan and Welsh 
influences) are of the highest quality too, while 
the surroundings – 30 acres of beautiful 
woodland gardens with secret garden viewing 
points and hidden water features are all shot 
through with those dreamy views of coast 
and country.

Hotels of Distinction 2021 17
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18 THE WELSH RAREBITS COLLECTION

A long and winding road up the beautiful Ceiriog 
Valley leads to a crossroads and the tiny village 
of Llanarmon, locked away in the undiscovered 
Berwyn Mountains. Near to Llangollen as the 
crow flies, this soothing retreat is superbly 
placed for exploring especially enticing 
countryside (one of those ‘best-kept secrets’). 
It’s a mix of rolling borderlands, grassy 
highlands and hidden valleys, one of which 
leads to Wales’s highest waterfall. The Hand 
is an ancient hostelry with all the attributes 
you’d expect – bags of character, a cosy, 
relaxing ambience and a warm welcome from 
your hosts, Jonathan and Jackie Greatorex. 
As soon as you arrive you feel the weight of the 
world dissolving as the surroundings work their 
magic. All the classic ingredients are here – old 
beams, roaring fireplaces, a casual mix-and-
match of pine and oak furniture, real ale and 

good food. The latter is seriously good. Thanks 
to the talents of Head Chef Grant Mulholland 
and his team, The Hand is renowned for 
award-winning food, an inventive marriage of 
country fare and sophisticated metropolitan 
cuisine. The bedrooms, in a variety of sizes, 
reflect similar influences, with rustic décor 
and sparkling modern bathrooms. Country 
lovers just love the location. You can walk in 
the Berwyns for hours with only the sheep 
for company and the ever-helpful Hand can 
arrange many country pursuits, including horse 
riding, fishing and shooting. You may be away 
from it all, but you’ll also be in the swing of 
things; this gem of a country inn is so much 
a part of village life that locals and visitors 
mix in unaffected harmony. And to complete 
your stay, why not book a bespoke experience 
at their new pump house Spa? 

THE HAND AT LLANARMON 
Llangollen

CALM. One word says it all – it’s amongst Rarebits’ most soothing properties. A TRUE COUNTRY 
EXPERIENCE – meet the locals in a country inn with a MODERN TWIST. GOOD FOOD – tasty, 
inventive cuisine, good value (and fabulous breakfasts). 

Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog, nr Llangollen LL20 7LD   reception@thehandhotel.co.uk

Rooms 13
B&B from £130 for 2
Hosts  Jonathan & Jackie Greatorex & Grant Mulholland 
Must do Cross Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, a World Heritage Site

05

MEMBERS SINCE  2009

Book Direct 0800 161 5887
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PENMAENUCHAF HALL
Dolgellau

IMMACULATE, STYLISH country house hotel, grand in appearance with landscaped 
grounds. BEAUTIFUL SOUTHERN SNOWDONIA LOCATION, where mountains sweep down to 
the Mawddach Estuary. HIGH STANDARDS, and attractive, beautifully furnished bedrooms.

Penmaenpool, Dolgellau LL40 1YB relax@penhall.co.uk

Rooms 14
B&B from £195 for 2
Hosts  Lorraine Fielding & Mark Watson 
Must do Walk the spectacular Mawddach Trail

The description ‘country house hotel’ has 
become devalued of late, thrown around 
as it now is with great abandon and little 
discrimination. Its original meaning – a blend 
of dignity and style, supreme comfort, cuisine 
and service – can be applied without question 
here. What’s more, Penmaenuchaf Hall was 
built as a genuine country house in 1860 for a 
wealthy cotton magnate, while Mark Watson 
and Lorraine Fielding have undertaken an 
ambitious, no-expense-spared restoration 
of this fine, grey-stoned manor. With such 
an abundance of outstanding qualities, it’s 
difficult to know where to begin: in the hallway, 
perhaps, where opulent furnishings and a 
blazing log fire provide a welcome change to 
the usual hotel reception area. This theme 
is applied throughout, with furnishings and 
décor which are the epitome of flair, taste 

and style: the library’s plush reds, the lounge’s 
marble fireplace, the old slate floors and the 
magnificent, individually designed bedrooms. 
The Garden Room Restaurant provides a light 
and elegant setting for food of the highest 
quality. If that were not enough, there’s also 
Penmaenuchaf Hall’s prized location, in its own 
grounds overlooking the beautiful Mawddach 
Estuary. Many country pursuits are available 
locally, including excellent salmon, sea-trout 
and trout fishing free to residents. The hotel is 
also ideally located for two championship links 
courses at Harlech and Aberdyfi and for the 
increasingly popular sport of mountain biking 
– in addition to glorious natural terrain, the 
world-class purpose-built trails in the Coed y 
Brenin Forest are close by.

06

MEMBERS SINCE  1994

Book Direct 0800 161 5874
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beguiling, eclectic character matches that of 
its surroundings. Decoration and furnishings 
in its glittering rooms are based on many 
disparate influences and themes. There’s 
the Mirror Room, for example, with floor-to-
ceiling gilt-framed mirrors. Throughout you’ll 
see artefacts and antiques brought from as 
far afield as China. The curvilinear art deco 
dining room is a stunning space designed 
to convey the atmosphere of a grand ocean 
liner. At high tide it seems almost to be afloat, 
an impression enhanced by the stone ship 
permanently moored outside (Sir Clough 
liked a joke)! Guests enjoy fine classical 
cuisine based on the best local ingredients. 
There’s also an important local flavour to the 
hospitality, served up by friendly staff under 
the stewardship of Robin Llywelyn without 
any unnecessary stuffiness. In addition to the 
luxury hotel accommodation, Welsh Rarebits 

What does Portmeirion mean to you? 
Whatever your impression, we’ll bet that 
– unless you’ve visited – you don’t fully 
appreciate what this unique place has to 
offer. It really is unique. For a start, it’s a 
complete village of architecturally amazing 
buildings set on its own private peninsula 
overlooking sand, sea and mountain. It was 
the creation of iconoclast and architect 
Sir Clough Williams-Ellis, who populated 
his make-believe village with Italianate, 
oriental and Tudor-style buildings. Reality 
and unreality are blurred to such an extent 
that Portmeirion is forever remembered as 
the setting – make that the star – of The 
Prisoner, the baffling 1960s TV series that 
has become a cult worldwide. In the middle 
of it all, like a presiding bejewelled potentate, 
sits waterfront Hotel Portmeirion, whose 

PORTMEIRION VILLAGE 
near Porthmadog

A TRUE ONE-OFF, an architecturally dazzling Italianate village with a strong Welsh flavour. 
Choice of TWO VERY DIFFERENT HOTELS PLUS SERVICED COTTAGE SUITES, the latter 
scattered throughout the village. MAGNIFICENT SURROUNDINGS in dense gardens with 
spectacular sea views.

Hotel Portmeirion/Castell Deudraeth, Minffordd, Penrhyndeudraeth LL48 6ER
stay@portmeirion.wales  
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GWESTY PORTMEIRION

Rooms 44
B&B from £129 for 2

CASTELL DEUDRAETH

Rooms 11
B&B from £129 for 2

Host Robin Llywelyn
Must do Explore Portmeirion’s fabulous private peninsula

guests also have the pick of deluxe cottage 
suites located a short walk away in the village 
itself. These are charming one-offs, part of 
Sir Clough’s vision of an entire, otherworldly 
village. There’s yet more accommodation 
at a second hotel, Castell Deudraeth. This 
imposing castellated mansion demonstrates 
characteristic individuality and flair, but with 
a modern twist. It was always Sir Clough’s 
wish that the mansion and its formal gardens 
become a full part of his village by opening 
its doors to guests. From the outside, Castell 
Deudraeth retains its original character as 
an impressive Grade II listed 19th-century 
house. But within, the conventional rule 
book has been thrown away. In place of the 
expected country house interior, Castell 
Deudraeth embraces contemporary trends 
with its cool, clean, uncluttered lines, neutral 

colours and natural materials. Local slate 
and oak are used to achieve that most subtle 
of balances – style allied with simplicity. 
With its ‘less is more’ philosophy it could be a 
fashionable boutique hotel in central London 
or New York. We think Sir Clough would have 
approved. The spacious suites are exquisitely 
furnished with big beds, whirlpool baths, real 
flame gas fires, underfloor heating and all 
contemporary facilities. Guests can dine in 
Castell Deudraeth’s informal brasserie-style 
restaurant or at nearby Hotel Portmeirion. 
Wherever you choose to stay, you’ll have full 
access to the village, where other attractions 
include the Mermaid Spa, outdoor pool (open 
May to September), lush gardens, woodlands, 
hidden coves and beaches. The village is 
especially magical at night when you have 
the place to yourself.

Book Direct 0800 161 5862
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feature everything you need for a relaxing 
and luxurious stay. Most come with lovely 
sea or town views. Downstairs, the Terrace 
Restaurant is a classic space – with classic 
views over the seafront and pier (plus 
great service and succulent food). But the 
hotel’s undoubted wow-factor feature, 
defining its heritage, is the Grade II listed 
Wedgwood Room (where breakfast is 
served), a theatrical space with wondrous, 
impossibly ornate plasterwork that’s a true 
work of art. St George’s is a warm-hearted 
hotel occupying one of the finest positions 
on Llandudno’s promenade. As one fan 
remarked, the hotel entices because of ‘its 
‘homeliness, its up-to-dateness, its comfort’. 
Oh, and the afternoon teas are pretty good 
too. Your host in this simply scrumptious 
hotel beside the sea is Tony Burns.

We do like to be beside the seaside. We really 
do. And St George’s is a shining example 
of why the popularity of the Great British 
Seaside – at one time in decline – nowadays 
goes from strength to strength. The hotel 
has been sitting regally on Llandudno’s 
candy-coloured seafront, a promenade full 
of delicious architectural detail, since 1854. 
But it’s no dusty dowager. It mightn’t have 
changed much from the outside, but within 
they have pulled off that most difficult of 
tricks: keeping the look, preserving the 
period ambience and judging to perfection 
the pace of change needed to meet – and 
exceed – modern expectations. Take the 
bedrooms. There are 5 Deluxe Sea-View 
Rooms with Balcony offering you panoramic 
views of the Llandudno Seascape, all 
enjoyed from the highest point of the hotel 
– the Rooftop. These sumptuous rooms 

ST GEORGE’S HOTEL
Llandudno

Elegant, historic seaside hotel that has moved with the times. It’s HOMELY and SOPHISTICATED, 
CLASSIC and CONTEMPORARY, with superbly appointed rooms, many with dreamy sea views, 
excellent service and food, in a prime spot on the prom.

The Promenade, Llandudno LL30 2LG reservations@stgeorgeswales.co.uk

Rooms 82
B&B from £125 for 2
Host  Tony Burns 
Must do Walk along the prom and pier
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TRE YSGAWEN HALL HOTEL & SPA
Anglesey

A SUPERB COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL with REAL PRESENCE and STYLE. 
Period surroundings that come WITHOUT POMPOSITY. EXCEPTIONAL STAFF AND SERVICE, 
and a leading, state-of-the-art SPA.

Capel Coch, Llangefni, Isle of Anglesey LL77 7UR   enquiries@treysgawen-hall.co.uk  

Rooms 29 
B&B from £147 for 2
Hosts  Neil & Emma Rowlands 
Must do Try the spa’s Anglesey Salt Polish Relaxer

This is a grand place. The approach sets the 
scene. A long, private drive takes you to a 
large, dignified, upstanding mansion built in 
1882. It’s Victorian through and through, with 
tall ceilings, ornate architectural features, a 
theatrical staircase, portraits and landscape 
paintings, wood panelling, chandeliers and 
enough drapes to cover a considerable 
portion of the Isle of Anglesey. So this is the 
classic definition of a country house hotel, 
then? Well, not quite. Tre-Ysgawen does 
‘grand’ very well, but minus the pomp and 
circumstance. You sense it straight away 
when the friendly – but very professional – 
staff welcome you at reception, and when 
you meet your genial hosts Neil and Emma 
Rowlands. The bedrooms and suites are just 
what you’d expect – essentially traditional 
in design and decoration, but with well-

executed contemporary flourishes. 
It goes without saying that they are 
exceedingly comfortable places to be – 
as is the entire hotel, which has acres of 
luxuriously appointed space in which to 
relax (and put your feet up if you want). 
For dinner, guests have the choice of the 
more formal Noëlle’s Restaurant or the 
Clock Tower bistro. So Tre-Ysgawen, despite 
its finery, is no museum piece. Its forward-
looking demeanour is summed up in its 
fabulous spa. It’s one of the finest, with a 
large indoor swimming pool, Jacuzzi, fully 
equipped gym and – new on the scene – a 
thermal suite with an experience shower, 
ice fountain and salt inhalation therapy 
room that releases particles of prized Halen 
Môn, Anglesey Sea Salt. ‘Only the best salt 
will do,’ says the hotel, a philosophy that 
applies throughout Tre-Ysgawen Hall.
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TYDDYN LLAN
Corwen

A FOODIES’ FAVOURITE – no question, it’s one of Wales’s top places to eat. CLASSY 
ACCOMMODATION TOO at this beautifully appointed country house with period furnishings, 
comfy sofas and quality bathrooms. RELAXING SURROUNDINGS and peaceful location.

Llandrillo, Corwen LL21 0ST   enquiries@tyddynllan.co.uk 

Rooms 13 
B&B from £160 for 2
Hosts  Bryan & Susan Webb 
Must do Walking the Berwyn Mountains

Welsh Rarebits hotels are generally recognised 
as being amongst the best places to eat in 
Wales. Tyddyn Llan takes this one stage 
further by placing special emphasis on its 
food. As the owners, Bryan and Susan Webb 
say, ‘The restaurant is the heart of Tyddyn 
Llan’. You’ll dine in an exquisite space, enjoying 
cuisine of the highest order served in an 
assured, impeccable style. Bryan and Susan 
are the perfect professional team. Susan runs 
things smoothly front of house while Bryan 
creates culinary magic in the kitchen. The 
restaurant is highly acclaimed in good food 
guides and the travel media, so much so that 
Bryan’s mantelpiece groans with awards and 
accolades. His cooking is all about subtle 
flavours and an uncompromising attitude 
to sourcing the finest, freshest seasonal 
ingredients (much of it from local suppliers, 
like meat and game from a vigilant butcher 

and fish straight from the coast), while Susan 
takes exceptional care of her guests. They make 
a winning team, and their choice of wines is 
refreshingly individual. Although the focus is 
on the food, there’s nothing remotely second-
rate about the accommodation. Tyddyn Llan is 
an elegantly appointed Georgian house set in 
the peaceful Vale of Edeyrnion at the eastern 
gateway to the Snowdonia National Park near 
Bala and Corwen. It’s one of those truly relaxing 
places where you can sink into soft sofas after a 
day spent exploring the beautiful surroundings. 
The bedrooms are individually designed in 
rich, warm colours with period furnishings and 
quality bathrooms (for something extra-special 
ask about the spacious Garden Suite). And on 
the doorstep there’s everything from fishing 
to walking, shooting to golf, horse riding to 
watersports on Llyn Tegid, the largest natural 
lake in Wales. Not that you’ll need to build up 
an appetite for Bryan’s cooking.
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You don’t need a crystal ball to predict that 
we won’t be jetting off to all corners of the 
globe any time soon. But it’s not all doom and 
gloom. Let’s look on the bright side. No more 
red-eyed flight times. No more airport hassle. 
No more buffet breakfast scrums. No more 
faux-folklorique evenings with fire-eating 
jugglers and dodgy dancers. 

There are other, genuinely positive benefits. 
We’re becoming more appreciative of the 
calming nature of ‘slow tourism’. We’re 
searching out real, authentic experiences. 
We’re looking beyond our back doors for the 

first time and waking up to the fact that 
Britain is a big, open book, the pages 
of which we’ve barely read.

Without indulging in too much one-
upmanship, it’s fair to say that Wales 
is particularly well-placed to welcome 
visitors this year. When it comes to fresh 
air, big skies, open spaces and inspiring 
countryside and coastline, it ticks all 
the boxes. 

More than a quarter of Wales is covered 
by National Parks, Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, Heritage Coast and nature 
reserves. There’s proper wilderness in the 
solitudes of central Wales, where sheep 
easily outnumber people and you can get 
lost in the remote Teifi Pools or the woods 
of handsome Hafod Estate, with just red 
kites (and sheep, of course) for company.

CLOSE 
ENCOUNTERS
Travel in 2021 is going to look very 
different as we emerge from the 
Covid crisis, reckons Roger Thomas. 
It may even be a change for the better.

Staycation
rarebits.co.uk
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Escapist, post-lockdown experiences are 
thick on the ground. There’s the Wales Coast 
Path, the world’s first continuous national 
coastal trail; all 870 miles of it, so you’re sure 
to find that perfect away-from-it-all beach 
(how about the 7 miles of Cefn Sidan Sands 
in the south, or the endless dunes at Ynyslas 
in Mid Wales, or the twin crescents at Porth 
Dinllaen and Nefyn on the Llŷn Peninsula?).

Inland, it’s easy to find alternatives to the 
honeypot summit of Snowdon by pointing 
your walking boots in the direction of other 
parts of the 845-square-mile Snowdonia 
National Park: looming, brooding Cader Idris 
above Dolgellau, for example, or the 
untrodden Aran range above Bala. In the 
south, explore the dark side of the Brecon 
Beacons National Park – the deserted Black 
Mountain in the west, and equally lonely 
Black Mountains (plural) along the Wales/
England border.

As The Sunday Times recently remarked, 
‘You can still go on safari this summer … in 
the wilds of Wales.’ The country could have 
been purpose built for activity and adventure. 
The Times article goes on to say that 
‘operators more familiar with Africa than 
Aberystwyth are offering original ways to 

enjoy the UK this summer’, citing ‘horse 
riding trips to the Black Mountains and 
boat rides to see dolphins’.

There’s also the man-made stuff: over 
600 castles to explore (top tip: for the 
ultimate romantic ruin search out Castell-
y-Bere, hidden on the flanks of Cader Idris), 
and all manner of adrenaline activities like 
flying by zipwire, coasteering, mountain 
biking and surfing (not just in the sea, 
but on an inland lagoon).

You can go as far as you want in Wales, 
with the bonus that it’s all so close to 
home. Take a look at a map: Wales is just 
a few hours from most of the UK’s main 
centres of population. Welsh Rarebits look 
forward to welcoming you back in 2021– 
or seeing you for the first time.

Staycation
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YOU CAN GO AS FAR AS YOU WANT IN WALES, WITH 
THE BONUS THAT IT’S ALL SO CLOSE TO HOME. 
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11 Bear Hotel Crickhowell
12 Brigands Inn Mallwyd
13 The Falcondale Lampeter
14 Gliffaes Country House Hotel Crickhowell
15 Harbourmaster Aberaeron
16 Lake Country House & Spa Llangammarch Wells
17 Lake Vyrnwy Hotel & Spa Llanwddyn
18 Metropole Hotel & Spa Llandrindod Wells
19 Peterstone Court Hotel & Spa Brecon
20 Y Talbot Tregaron
21 Trefeddian Hotel     Aberdyfi

How many shades of green do you want? They’ve lost count 
in the rural heartlands of Wales. It’s the country’s quietest 
region where everything is pitched on a human scale. 
Mid Wales’s resorts and market towns are small and friendly 
(Aberystwyth
13 000
and vales dotted with farms and you’ll eventually come to 
Cardigan Bay
red kites in the skies and bottlenose dolphins in the sea. 
And seek out nature reserves in the Cambrian Mountains

Elan Valley’s ‘lake district’. 
There are even more layers of green in the Brecon Beacons
National Park, 520
peaks. This Great Outdoors of big views and big skies offers 
all kinds of activities from challenging (serious mountain 
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BEAR HOTEL 
Crickhowell

A CONVIVIAL, CHARACTERFUL old coaching inn, updated and a big hit with today’s travellers. 
GOOD FOOD in restaurant and bar, and a great atmosphere – locals mix with visitors in this 
award-winning inn. CHARMING SETTING in an attractive little Brecon Beacons town.

High Street, Crickhowell NP8 1BW  info@bearhotel.co.uk

Rooms 35 
B&B from £129 for 2
Hosts  Steve & Samantha Hindmarsh 
Must do Walk in the Brecon Beacons

The Bear’s ancestry as a coaching inn 
is plainly evident. A cobbled forecourt, 
archway into the inner courtyard and 
19th-century stagecoach timetable in the 
bar are all reminders of the Bear’s former 
role. Traditions live on, for travellers still 
look forward to stopping off at the Bear, a 
hotel famous for its welcoming atmosphere, 
historic character, convivial surroundings 
and good food. Its many accolades for 
hospitality and high standards include 
a prestigious UK ‘Inn of the Year’ award. 
The Bear’s low-beamed bar, filled with 
antiques and shabby-chic furnishings 
(here long before they became a fashion 
statement) and warmed by a roaring log fire 
in winter, sets the style for a place to stay 
that is warm and characterful rather than 
a hotel in the grand manner. You’ll be 

looked after by caring hosts Steve and Sam 
Hindmarsh, who are also proud of the Bear’s 
reputation for serving interesting, freshly 
cooked food. Although a building of great 
antiquity – it dates back to 1432 – the Bear 
tastefully incorporates all modern comforts 
into its historic surroundings. New this 
year are some stunningly contemporary 
refurbished rooms and gleaming modern 
bathrooms. Popular with locals and visitors 
alike (including Johnny Depp, Robbie Williams 
and Gordon Ramsay), the Bear is the social 
hub of the pretty little town of Crickhowell. 
It’s the perfect base for exploring the Brecon 
Beacons National Park and border country, 
the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal, 
Tretower Court and Castle, the market towns 
of Brecon and Abergavenny, and Hay-on-Wye, 
the famous ‘town of books’.
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BRIGANDS INN
Mallwyd

A HISTORIC COUNTRY INN with bags of character and all modern comforts. 
SUPER-HOSPITABLE, with hosts and staff who go that extra mile. GOOD FOOD from 
an award-winning chef, and a GREAT LOCATION for mountains and coast.

Mallwyd, Machynlleth SY20 9AQ   bookings@brigandsinn.com 

Rooms 10 
B&B from £100 for 2
Hosts  Kevin & Sue Geyton  
Must do Drive Bwlch y Groes, Wales’s second highest mountain road

Tradition runs through the bones of this fine 
old country hostelry. Make that timbers, 
for the Brigands Inn will seduce fans of 
half-timbered, endearingly wonky buildings 
with an ancestry stretching back centuries. 
Tradition is also woven into the name: this 
15th-century coaching inn is named after the 
Red Brigands (or Bandits) of Mawddwy, 16th-
century red-haired robbers and highwaymen 
who became famous in folk literature. 
By now, you should be getting a picture of 
this cosy, characterful bolthole, cocooned 
in the forested hills and open mountainsides 
of southern Snowdonia. Think crackling log 
fires, feature fireplaces, solid oak furniture, 
comfy sofas and restful bedrooms with 
deep mattresses, all wrapped in a warm 
welcome from Kevin, Sue and their friendly, 
enthusiastic staff, and you’ll know what to 
expect. Recently refurbished, the bedrooms 
(some with four-posters) boast Egyptian 

cotton sheets, plump duvets and luxurious 
bathrooms with baths and monsoon showers 
(or separate walk-in showers) and fluffy 
towels. The food, like the entire inn, is in 
harmony with its surroundings, reflecting 
the ready availability of quality, seasonal 
local produce. Expect full-flavoured, honest 
dishes and fabulous breakfasts (the inn is 
a National Breakfast Award-winner). The 
inn’s cache of awards also includes the 
UK’s Dog Friendly Pub of the Year (they 
even offer a specially made beer for dogs, 
though humans might prefer the excellent 
range of real ales). Step outside and walkers 
have the choice of riverside strolls beside 
the Dyfi or proper mountain adventures on 
Cader Idris and the like. There’s also fishing, 
mountain biking and shooting. The beautiful 
Mawddach Estuary and grand sweep of 
Cardigan Bay are but a short drive away.
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THE FALCONDALE
Lampeter

HOSPITALITY, HOSPITALITY, HOSPITALITY – need we say more? A WARM-HEARTED country 
mansion, comfortable and stylish, historic but not precious. BEAUTIFULLY LOCATED 
at the head of a secluded valley.

Falcondale Drive, Lampeter SA48 7RX  info@thefalcondale.co.uk 

Rooms 17 
B&B from £135 for 2
Hosts  Lisa Hutton/Meleri & Matthew  
Must do Explore Cardigan Bay & the Cambrian Mountains

This is a mansion with a warm heart. 
Perhaps it’s something to do with the inviting 
and immaculately maintained 19th-century 
Italianate architecture. But we suspect 
that the real warmth emanates from the 
people you’ll meet at the Falcondale. 
First, there is your host, Lisa Hutton.
Her boundless natural enthusiasm and 
hands-on approach defines true hospitality 
much better than any hotel management 
manual. She has passed it on to her 
staff too – you’ll not come across a more 
personable team, who provide efficient 
service in a relaxed, informal atmosphere.
It’s safe to say that the Falcondale has been 
reinvented. It’s thanks to the extensive 
restoration and refurbishment undertaken 
that the true qualities of this lovely mansion 
have been brought back to life. Old sits 
comfortably with new: antique pieces 

share space in the generously sized 
bedrooms with luxurious bathrooms, 
well chosen modern fabrics complement 
the Falcondale’s historic character. 
The place is full of light and life – the 
complete antithesis of a gloomy mansion.
The food relies on homemade and locally 
sourced produce, with an accent on quality 
ingredients – try the home-baked breads 
or succulent beef from the neighbouring 
farm. And as for the location... you’re 
tucked away amongst lawns, gardens and 
woods in beautiful grounds approached 
by a mile-long drive. You mightn’t want 
to leave the conservatory in winter or the 
terraces in summer, but if you do you’ll 
find the Cardigan Bay Heritage Coast 
in one direction, and Carmarthenshire 
(‘The Garden of Wales’) and the Brecon 
Beacons National Park in the other.
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GLIFFAES COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL
Crickhowell

FAMILY RUN for generations, with an atmosphere ALL OF ITS OWN.  STUNNING LOCATION 
and GROUNDS, in the heart of the BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK. A COSY and ELEGANT 
COUNTRY HOUSE, where TRADITIONAL service values and MODERN touches mix seamlessly.

Gliffaes Road, Crickhowell NP8 1RH   calls@gliffaeshotel.com

Rooms 23
B&B from £145 for 2
Hosts  James & Susie Suter 
Must do Walking in the Brecon Beacons

The sweeping drive that helps you forget and 
leave the hustle and bustle behind you is 
framed by ancient woodland. Gliffaes’ long 
private drive takes you through an exceptional 
collection of over 100 specimen trees that 
set the scene for a restful, refined retreat 
that defines ‘country house hospitality’ in 
the best possible terms. Inside the fine, 
late 19th-century house there’s a palpable 
feeling of warmth, generosity of welcome 
and well-being. Wood paneling and ornate 
mouldings, high ceilings and open fireplaces 
are just some of the classic features in this 
Grade II listed house. So far, so traditional. 
Then you spot the modern art. And the well-
chosen fabrics and plump, creamy, comfy 
sofas. And the dining room (where the menu 
is refreshingly short because it’s all fresh 
and local) where you’ll be wowed by the way 
in which the Gliffaes effortlessly combines 

formal with informal. As your experienced 
hosts, James and Susie Suter, explain diners 
in jacket and tie mix easily with a casually 
dressed younger clientele. The clues to the 
hotel’s eclectic character keep coming. 
The bedrooms, decorated in a spot-on 
style that’s midway between traditional 
and contemporary, all have iconic Roberts 
radios (many have their own mini libraries 
too).  Modern art sits well amongst antique 
and period furnishings, and in the bar, you 
can indulge in a bottle (or glass) of wine from 
their extensive list while gazing at a wall full 
of Woodhousean fishing photographs. Oh, we 
really should mention that this is a famous 
trout and salmon fishing hotel, with over a 
mile on the River Usk that flows alongside the 
33-acre grounds. Not forgetting the walking, 
in the grounds and out amongst the Beacons.
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HARBOURMASTER 
Aberaeron

One of a NEW BREED, a carefully created coastal hotel that’s cool, classy and contemporary. 
GREAT VIEWS AND FOOD at a lovely harbourside location. A refreshing MIXTURE OF 
STYLES– cosmopolitan, modern Welsh, maritime and metropolitan.

Pen Cei, Aberaeron SA46 0BT info@harbour-master.com

Rooms 13 
B&B from £145 for 2
Hosts  Glyn & Menna Heulyn/Dai Morgan 
Must do Enjoy sunsets over Cardigan Bay

Aberaeron’s harbourside is a sight not often 
seen in Wales, a Georgian-inspired cluster 
of dwellings painted all the colours of the 
rainbow. And there, at the entrance, is the 
most striking of them all. The Harbourmaster 
– forgive the pun – continues to make waves 
on Wales’s hospitality scene. The Grade II listed 
building once controlled the harbour traffic. 
It’s now a stunning hotel and restaurant – 
star of many ‘best hotel’ write-ups in the 
national press – that has emphatically thrown 
away the old rule book written in the days 
of the dinner gong and lukewarm baths. 
It’s the creation of Menna and Glyn Heulyn, 
a well-travelled couple who know what 
they like. In their case this meant bringing 
a dash of cool, contemporary style to a 
fine old building. It’s a hotel in the modern 

idiom – clean, chic and unfussy – that hasn’t 
forgotten its roots. The bedrooms, complete 
with state-of-the-art bathrooms and all 
those little (and big) touches of luxury, are 
finished in the colours of the sea, sky and 
sunsets. The Harbourmaster’s roots show 
through in other ways too. Welsh and English 
blend naturally in conversations in the bar 
and on the menus. And the outstanding food 
comes with a distinctly local flavour – try the 
local Welsh beef or harbour-fresh seafood 
–in well-balanced dishes that again reflect 
today’s tastes. Menna and Glyn are a dynamic 
duo, ably supported by the ever smiling Dai. 
The Harbourmaster is now even better, its 
extension into next door includes a fabulous 
suite that comes with an equally fabulous 
harbour view.
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LAKE COUNTRY HOUSE & SPA 
Llangammarch Wells

An elegant LUXURY COUNTRY RETREAT, seamlessly run by experienced hosts. 
WELCOMING ATMOSPHERE with outstanding food and service, and wonderful grounds. 
The ‘KINGFISHER’ SPA brings an additional dimension to the Lake experience.

Llangammarch Wells LD4 4BS   info@lakecountryhouse.co.uk

Rooms 31 
B&B from £205 for 2
Hosts  Pierre & Jan Mifsud/ Luke Marriott 
Must do Soak in the hot tub overlooking the lake

Hosts Pierre and Jan Mifsud, along with 
heir consummate General Manager, Luke 
Marriott, have welcomed guests to the lake 
for around a quarter of a century. Its long-
standing reputation as a country retreat par 
excellence is based on its calm atmosphere, 
courteous service and supreme comfort. 
It has also moved – discreetly, in true Lake 
fashion – with the times. A few years ago 
it opened its superb spa, in a building 
that blends beautifully with its secluded 
surroundings. Additional bedrooms have 
also been added, to the same exceptional 
standards as the existing accommodation, 
in a second new lodge building within the 
beautiful 50-acre grounds. A main ingredient 
in the hotel’s highly successful recipe is 
the accommodation. The well-proportioned 
rooms and bedrooms are richly furnished 
and plushly decorated with bold, modern 
touches. Many bedrooms are spacious, 

luxuriously appointed suites with open-plan 
sitting rooms. The hotel also enjoys a faithful 
following with lovers of fine dining who 
appreciate the flair and imagination of the 
cuisine, complemented by an outstanding 
wine list (one of the best in Wales). The other 
outstanding feature that always draws guests 
is the setting (indeed, some have been known 
never to leave the Lake’s lovely grounds 
during their stay). The hotel takes its name 
from a three-acre lake set amongst lawns, 
thick woods, rhododendron-lined pathways 
and riverside walks. There’s fine trout and 
salmon fishing on river and lake, a par-3 golf 
course and excellent birdwatching (over 100 
species have been recorded in the grounds). 
Not forgetting, of course, the spa (restricted 
to adults and older children) with its large 
pool, hot tub, gymnasium and health and 
beauty treatments. 
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LAKE VYRNWY HOTEL & SPA
Llanwddyn

The ultimate ‘HOTEL WITH A VIEW’ – breathtaking location overlooking a dramatic mountain 
lake. A NEO-BARONIAL presence that’s characterful and romantic. COUNTRY PURSUITS 
(fishing, shooting, walking, birdwatching) – and a SUPERB SPA.

Lake Vyrnwy, Llanwddyn, Powys, SY10 0LY    info@lakevyrnwyhotel.co.uk

Rooms 52 
B&B from £145 for 2
Host  Anthony Rosser 
Must do Watch the sunset over the lake

This hotel epitomises ‘location, location, 
location’, boasting one of the most 
mesmerising views in Britain. Lake Vyrnwy 
Hotel and Spa stands in splendid isolation 
on a forested hillside overlooking a dramatic, 
mountain-ringed lake. Although it’s worth 
staying here for the views alone, there are 
many other compelling reasons. When you 
add the hotel’s other assets – its country 
house comfort, excellent food, impeccable 
service and exceptional range of sporting 
and country pursuits – you’ll understand why 
guests keep coming back; doubly so when you 
add the treatments offered by Lake Vyrnwy’s 
Spa and Thermal Suite. There’s an air of 
grandeur – not to mention a rare appreciation 
of traditional values – at this spacious, 
dignified hotel with its pitch pine, deep 

leather chairs, soft furnishings, log fires and 
wealth of antiques. Many of the individually 
decorated bedrooms have special features 
such as lake views and private balconies. 
The superb Spa and Thermal Suite allows you 
to experience the elements of ‘Water, Fire and 
Ice’ whilst also soaking up the spectacular 
view. These surroundings also influence 
the enjoyment of the food, with seasonally 
changing menus that make the best use of 
local produce and game from Lake Vyrnwy’s 
own 24,000-acre estate. Tear yourself away 
from the hotel and you’ll find an area of 
outstanding beauty rich in wildlife. Again, the 
hotel makes the most of its location, offering 
everything from birdwatching to clay shooting, 
classic fly fishing to fabulous walking. 
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METROPOLE HOTEL & SPA 
Llandrindod Wells

GENERATIONS TOGETHER, not apart, in a pleasing blend of old and new influences. 
Versatile accommodation and ambience that appeals to a WIDE AUDIENCE. 
Modern bedrooms, SUPERB SPA and a GREAT TOURING LOCATION. 

Temple Street, Llandrindod Wells LD1 5DY   info@metropole.co.uk 

Rooms 109 
B&B from £120 for 2
Hosts  Justin & Judy Baird-Murray /Sam Batten 
Must do Enjoy the fabulous spa

18

What goes around comes around. 
The Metropole, in its Victorian pomp and 
circumstance, was the place to stay when 
spa towns were all the rage. Fashions and 
fortunes changed, but it’s now back where 
it belongs as a top-notch hotel, refreshed 
and spruced up for a 21st-century clientele. 
There’s more than one circle revolving 
here. Those spa breaks of old are also 
back – but again with a big difference (out 
go the sulphurous waters and masochistic 
medical practices, in come sybaritic saunas 
and Jacuzzis, cocooning indoor pools and 
soothing treatments). The Metropole’s 
makeover is a class (and clever) act. You’ll see 
what we mean as soon as you walk through 
the door. To your left is an elegant, spacious 
lounge and lobby, still true to its 19th-century 
roots. Opposite is Spencer’s, a bar and 

brasserie straight out of a hip city joint. 
This contrast – which isn’t at all jarring – is 
typical of the Metropole. One minute it’s all 
high ceilings, old portraits, cosy corners, 
formal dining and Victorian gentility, the 
next clean, contemporary spaces, modern 
art, bistro food, chic furnishings and comfy, 
completely refurbished bedrooms. The 
Metropole’s size – it’s a big canvas – enables 
it to mix and match like this. It also allows the 
largest Welsh Rarebit to cater effortlessly 
for many needs – intimate weekends away 
or big family reunions – without having to 
compromise. And it keeps spanning those 
generations. Your affable host is Justin Baird-
Murray, great-great-grandson of the hotel’s 
founder. Water is a recurring theme too – Mid 
Wales’ scenic lakelands are close by (in fact, 
the hotel’s enviable central location means 
you’re handily placed for much of Wales).
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PETERSTONE COURT HOTEL & SPA
Brecon

HISTORIC HOUSE with grand features and exceptionally spacious bedrooms. WELL-EQUIPPED 
SPA with a wide choice of treatments. Unbeatable CENTRAL BRECON BEACONS location for 
exploring the hills and mountains of the National Park.

Llanhamlach, Brecon LD3 7YB   enquiries@peterstone-court.com

Rooms 12
B&B from £145 for 2
Hosts  Jess & Glyn Bridgeman and Sean Gerrard 
Must do Sipping wine on the terrace overlooking Pen-y-Fan

Based on location alone, Peterstone Court 
has a head start on most hotels. It stands 
in the heart of the Brecon Beacons National 
Park, with magnificent views of the peaks. 
Then there’s the hotel itself. With its long 
history and grand air it has all the hallmarks 
of a country house, yet presents its Georgian 
heritage with a contemporary twist. Elegant 
furnishings and wood paneling create an 
immediate air of well-being, while many 
of its comfortable, exceptionally spacious 
bedrooms come with mountain views – and 
all have a host of thoughtful extras, including 
bathrobes and slippers. The old cellar has 
been beautifully converted into an intimate 
boutique spa which uses only natural 
organic products. It offers a wide range of 
treatments and therapies, plus a sauna, 

Jacuzzi and air-conditioned gym (there’s 
also an outdoor heated pool). Peterstone 
may be grand, but the atmosphere is relaxed, 
casual and anything but stuffy. It’s perfectly 
located close to the handsome market town 
of Brecon and superb hill walking, golf, 
fishing, mountain biking and cycling. Good 
food has always been an important part of 
the ethos here, reflected in many accolades 
and complimentary reviews. The approach 
is simple and honest – it’s always seasonal 
and sustainable, using fresh home-reared 
and local ingredients (almost all the meat and 
poultry comes from its nearby family farm). 
Your hosts are Jess and Glyn Bridgeman 
and Sean Gerrard, an enterprising team 
who constantly embrace new ideas.

19

MEMBERS SINCE 2004

Book Direct 0808 198 7974

H21004 WR Brochure 2021 A_W.indd   38 13/03/2021   16:51



Hotels of Distinction 2021 39

Y TALBOT 
Tregaron

A country inn that’s both RUSTIC and REFINED, exuding QUALITY, AUTHENTICITY and WARMTH, 
with good, reasonably priced food from a top chef. Bags of atmosphere, oodles of comfort – 
and a great location.

The Square, Tregaron SY25 6JL info@ytalbot.com

Rooms 13 
B&B from £115 for 2
Hosts  Mick & Nia Taylor/Dafydd Watkin 
Must do Follow ghostly drovers over the Abergwesyn Pass

20

Know the comfortable feeling you get when 
you slip on a well-cut suit of fine worsted 
from a classy traditional tailor? Well, it’s the 
same as being in Y Talbot. There’s nothing 
remotely flashy or faddy about this cosy 
country inn, set in the heart of rural, Welsh-
speaking Wales. Having said that, there’s 
nothing old-fashioned or fuddy-duddy about 
the place either. The bedrooms, a picture 
of refined simplicity, are finished in neutral 
tones that accentuate the vibrant colours 
of the bedthrows and arresting art and 
photography on the walls. In the generous 
bathrooms – very modern but minus any 
hint of sharp-edged minimalism – there 
are torrents of piping hot water in which 
to languish after a day in the mountains. 
And when you’ve fully relaxed you still 
have the best bit of the Talbot experience 
to look forward to: the downstairs bar and 

restaurant. A little context here: centuries-old 
Y Talbot has never been an ordinary kind of 
place. Drovers would congregate in the bar 
before setting off with their animals across 
the remote Abergwesyn Pass to market. 
Famous 19th-century traveller and writer 
George Borrow said that he ‘experienced 
very good entertainment… an excellent 
supper and a very comfortable bed here.’ 
Thanks to the arrival of new hosts Mick and 
Nia Taylor and chef Dafydd Watkin, Y Talbot 
is back on song and delivering what Borrow 
liked, but for 21st-century travellers. Wisely, 
the inn’s massive makeover hasn’t really 
touched the stone-flagged bar, where you 
can tuck yourself away amongst inglenook 
fireplaces, meet the locals and enjoy 
Dafydd’s accomplished country cooking 
(also served in the modern restaurant).
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TREFEDDIAN HOTEL  
Aberdyfi

A rare hotel that CONVINCINGLY SPANS GENERATIONS AND TASTES. Family-run for 
over a century, where TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY UNDERPINS CONTEMPORARY APPEAL. 
FABULOUS LOCATION between mountains and the sea.

Tywyn Road, Aberdyfi LL35 0SB   info@trefwales.com

Rooms 59
B&B from £160 for 2
Hosts  Caroline Cave-Browne-Cave & William Moeran 
Must do Walk the big beach

It’s rare to find a hotel that’s so convincingly 
versatile. Looking for a family-friendly seaside 
hotel? Or a stylish port of call for couples 
who live very much in the present? Or a place 
underpinned by those reassuringly traditional 
values of care, great service and hospitality? 
Trefeddian manages seamlessly to blend 
these diverse elements like no other hotel 
we know. And, judging by its many awards 
and enviable reputation, everyone leaves 
happy looking forward to their next visit. 
Mind you, Trefeddian has had a long time to 
perfect the art. It’s been owned and run by the 
same family since 1907. In that time, it has 
evolved as all good hotels do, making sure it 
upgrades, refurbishes, refines and improves 
to keep abreast of changing times and tastes. 
Past and present are perfect bedfellows 
here. There’s still a strong sense of traditional 

refinement, along with contemporary design 
cues aplenty. The individually designed 
bedrooms are impeccable, while modern 
muted tones work well in its light and airy 
rooms, enlivened by well-chosen splashes 
of colour. Trefeddian stands between 
mountains and sea, on a hillside overlooking 
Aberdyfi’s famous golf links and the sweeping 
Cardigan Bay coastline where spectacular 
sunsets are a front-of-house speciality. 
Facilities include an indoor swimming pool 
and spa bath, tennis court and putting green. 
It’s a testament to the kitchen that many 
guests stay on a dinner, bed and breakfast 
basis, enjoying daily changing menus in 
an impressive dining room with sea views. 
We can’t finish without mentioning the 
exceptional staff and service, in many ways 
the heart and soul of the hotel. There’s a good 
chance that they’ll remember your name 
when you come again – which you will.
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Rick Stein
Sandbanks, Dorset

126 handpicked and exceptional 126 handpicked and exceptional 126 handpicked and exceptional 
restaurants – from Cornwallrestaurants – from Cornwall
to the Cotswolds.to the Cotswolds.to the Cotswolds.

Take a virtual tour of the restaurants at
trenchermans-guide.com
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Great cider is a timeless joy to us 
at Apple County. We make real cider 
and perry from 100% freshly pressed 
juice. Each cider is made from a single 
variety of bitter-sweet apples all 
grown in local orchards.

We approach cider-making with all the skills 
and reverence of a traditional winemaker, 
allowing the distinctive flavours of each 
variety to develop through a slow, cool 
fermentation.  

Our ciders have won acclaim from chefs, 
critics, writers, and foodies alike. Valentine 
Warner, Oz Clarke and Pete Brown have all 
expressed their appreciation for Apple 
County Cider.

Our cider is made on Whitehouse Farm 
near Skenfrith in Monmouthshire. This lush 
county is nestled between the Brecon 
Beacons National Park and the Wye Valley 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and 
is peppered with historic castles. From the 
farm, we enjoy stunning views across the 
Monnow valley where the river marks the 
Welsh border.   

If you are visiting, enjoy a tasting at our 
cellar door or soak up the view on our 
3 mile orchard walk. If you are staying at 
one of the Welsh Rarebits Hotels then 
ask for an Apple County Cider at the bar.

Warner, Oz Clarke and Pete Brown have all 
ask for an Apple County Cider at the bar.

 www.applecountycider.co.uk 
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Our cans are 100% recyclable.
#KnowYourSOURCE #LoveNature
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SOUTH
Take one capital city (Cardiff

Pembrokeshire
countryside and coastline that inspired the writings of 
Dylan Thomas (Carmarthenshire and the Gower Peninsula
Throw in the leafy Wye Valley
taste from the South Wales Valleys. That’s one potent pot of 

Wye Valley at 

Pembrokeshire in the far west, South Wales 
will come up with the kind of experience you’re looking for. 
Spend time in Cardiff, Wales’s cosmopolitan capital where 
art, shopping, sport and history compete for your attention 
along with the city’s fresh, exciting waterfront. Discover 
industrial heritage on a gripping scale in the South Wales 
Valleys before moving on to the Gower Peninsula (another 

Carmarthenshire
the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park 186
of untouched beaches, soaring headlands, tiny harbours 
and a thriving wildlife. 

22 The Cawdor Llandeilo
23 Crug Glâs Country House St Davids
24 The Grove Narberth
25 Holm House Penarth
26 Llys Meddyg Newport (Pembs)
27 St Brides Spa Hotel Saundersfoot
28 Ty^  Mawr Country Hotel Brechfa
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THE CAWDOR 
Llandeilo

A VERY FRIENDLY country hotel – you’ll immediately feel at home. OUTSTANDING ALL–ROUND 
VALUE, accommodation, food and service. GREAT CENTRAL LOCATION for exploring south 
Wales, coast and country.

Rhosmaen Street, Llandeilo SA19 6EN reception@thecawdor.com 

Rooms 25 
B&B from £85 for 2
Hosts  Gavin Oram and his team 
Must do Visit the spectacular Dinefwr Park

The Cawdor personifies all that is great 
about the new wave of modern Boutique 
hotel keeping in Wales. Dating from 1765, 
the Cawdor has been welcoming guests for 
centuries, but a recent refurbishment has 
breathed new life into the Georgian building 
at the heart of this bustling market town. 
Whilst the famed Croeso that is evident in all 
of our Collection is to be found here in spades, 
Gavin and his team deliver it with effortless 
style and a remarkably disarming informality. 
There’s cutting edge interior design that 
wouldn’t look out of place in a Notting Hill 
showroom, slate lined gleaming bathrooms, 
locally sourced, flavour-forward cooking and 
well-drilled smiling staff who can’t wait to tell 
you all about the ‘must see’s’ in increasingly 
trendy West Wales.  

There are 23 individually furnished bedrooms 
and two indulgent penthouse apartments.  
The roomy bedrooms make use of coveted 
Melin Tregwynt fabrics, splashes of vibrant 
colour and huge beds. The bathrooms have 
serious rain forest showers and deep soaking 
tubs. The Cawdor kitchen serves fresh and 
seasonal food, chosen from farmers and 
small artisan suppliers that they know and 
trust. They bake daily, meats are smoked 
in house, the pasta is hand made, and we 
can recommend the triple cooked chips. 
You could try a well-kept local ale, and eat 
in the Dining room, the lively bar, or even the 
popular suntrap courtyard. Llandeilo is a hive 
of trendy independent shops, a great place 
to while away a few hours, but it’s also an 
excellent touring base with the Gower and 
Pembrokeshire coasts both within reach.  
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CRUG GLÂS COUNTRY HOUSE
St Davids

BOUTIQUE LUXURY ACCOMMODATION on a working farm, HOMELY, HOSPITABLE AND STYLISH. 
GOOD FOOD – Crug Glâs is a popular local restaurant too. SUPERB NORTH PEMBROKESHIRE 
location, on the doorstep of untouched coastline, beaches and rich wildlife.

Abereiddy, Solva, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA62 6XX  info@crug-glas.co.uk 

Rooms 7 
B&B from £150 for 2
Hosts  Janet & Perkin Evans 
Must do Walk the Pembrokeshire Coast Path

Here’s a supremely accomplished example 
of diversification from farming to tourism. 
Crug Glâs is a 600-acre working cereal and 
beef farm. The house, on the other hand, is as 
far removed from a typical Welsh farmhouse 
as chalk is to cheese. It’s an opulent country 
house, with wow-factor rooms – all one-offs, 
all rich in individual touches and inspiration 
– lovingly created by Janet and Perkin Evans. 
There was a dwelling here in the 12th century, 
though Crug Glâs as it now stands is a homage 
to Georgian harmony. It’s the kind of place 
where you kick off the walking boots after 
exploring the Pembrokeshire coast and 
unwind in unadulterated comfort. There’s a 
tremendous amount of space here, which 
your hosts have used to create an atmosphere 
that’s both homely and stylish. The problem 
you’ll face is deciding what style of room to 
go for. There’s an eclectic range of influences 
at work here, Georgian (of course), Victorian, 

a touch of French Regency and clean-lined 
contemporary – and everything from free-
standing baths to four-posters, modern Welsh 
textiles to sleek bathrooms and antique furniture. 
There are three suites – one in the house itself 
and two, the Coach House and Cottage Suite, 
in the grounds, converted from former farm 
buildings. The sense of well-being at Crug Glâs 
also comes from the food. Janet is a tireless 
host and excellent cook. ‘We love to cook, serve 
and talk about great food,’ says Janet. She’s 
committed to using the finest Pembrokeshire 
produce from land and sea, simply cooked, letting 
the natural flavours shine through (‘People like 
to taste what they asked for.’) You’ll also love her 
legendary cream teas. And let’s not forget the 
location, on the siren-like north Pembrokeshire 
coast close to the tiny city of St Davids, which 
casts a powerful spell over artists, pilgrims and 
those in search of untouched coastal beauty.
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THE GROVE 
Narberth

An enchanting country house that’s UNIQUE – Jacobian, early Victorian Arts and Crafts with 
thoughtful modern touches. GREAT STYLE AND GENUINE HOSPITALITY, engaging hosts and 
an informal atmosphere. AWARD-WINNING CUISINE – it’s a favourite with foodies too.

Molleston, Narberth, Pembrokeshire SA67 8BX  reservations@grovenarberth.co.uk 

Rooms 25 
B&B from £240 for 2
Hosts  Neil & Zoe Kedward 
Must do Walk the Pembrokeshire Coastal Path

Your first glimpse through the trees, you will 
fall in love with the Grove. First impressions 
are everything and the beautifully kept 
gardens tells you plenty about Neil and Zoe 
Kedward’s passion for hotelkeeping. Their 
vision for the outcome of a huge restoration 
project that was a high quality, unstuffy 
home from home, and 10 years on, this once 
derelict handsome house has blossomed 
into one of the country’s leading luxury house 
retreats, with a critically-acclaimed dining 
offer that is amongst the best in the UK.
Inside the main house, the pain-staking 
retention of the original architectural 
features, sits well with a soft modern palette 
of colours and contemporary Welsh fabrics. 
There’s a wide choice of sumptuous rooms 
and gorgeous suites, some in the 15th 
century traditional longhouse with private 

garden terraces, others are a few steps 
away in the atmospheric Poyer’s Cottage 
overlooking the rear garden, but the most 
coveted are the brand new uber-chic 
Herb Cottage suites, set just 100 yards 
from the main house. All are wildly romantic, 
furnished with taste, a sprinkling of antiques, 
and local original art and views of the 
Preseli hills.The immaculate walled kitchen 
garden drives the seasonal menu. Dining 
at The Fernery restaurant is an occasion. 
Indulge in the remarkable tasting menu, 
course after course of taste explosions are 
matched by an award-winning wine list, 
and with it’s a stellar pedigree, the kitchen 
team here is one to watch. Recently 
introduced, The Artisan Rooms, offers 
a relaxed dining experience and is both 
a family and dog friendly restaurant.
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HOLM HOUSE
Penarth

Boutique hotel and spa with an ECLECTIC PERSONALITY, part-country house, part-townhouse 
that’s both DAZZLING and CALMING. Soothing, ultra-comfortable rooms with inventive touches 
– and GREAT DINING. EXCEPTIONAL LOCATION close to Cardiff on a bluff overlooking the sea.

Marine Parade, Penarth, near Cardiff CF64 3BG reception@holmhousehotel.co.uk

Rooms 12 
B&B from £100 for 2
Host  Dan Jones 
Must do Walk Penarth’s immaculately restored Victorian pier

It’s entirely fitting that Holm House resides 
on Penarth’s leafy ‘Millionaires’ Row’ along 
with many other upstanding, grand houses of 
a certain age. In another life, this substantial 
property was home to the son of a fishing 
fleet magnate. Now it’s a hotel and spa that 
intertwines disparate strands to create 
an overall texture you won’t find anywhere 
else. It’s small (just 12 bedrooms) but quite 
grand. It’s a touch country house, but part 
townhouse too. It’s homely yet very cool 
and stylish. It has a state-of-the-art spa 
(complete with pool), but is equally proud of 
its traditional afternoon teas. This eclectic 
personality is immediately apparent. You 
enter by a dark, wood-panelled reception 
room. But open the next door and you’re 
struck by a dazzlingly modern space, an 
airy lounge of contemporary simplicity with 
subtle, sea-washed colours that leads to 

a large dining room and bar brimming with 
natural light. The bedrooms and suites – 
many with full-on sea views across the Bristol 
Channel – are equally impressive. They are, 
of course, all one-offs (Holm House doesn’t 
do corporate). There’s a certain playfulness 
going on here. One or two are gleaming white 
(might you need sunglasses?), and though 
all are awash with individual features 
(a freestanding copper bath, anyone?) they 
share the same calm, harmonious ambience 
that is an unquestionable Holm House 
trademark. Another is the food. It tastes 
as good as it looks with locally sourced 
ingredients from small producers. Recently 
awarded a 1 rosette for culinary excellence.  
Cardiff is close by, though it seems a world 
away from the charming little Victorian 
resort of Penarth. 
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LLYS MEDDYG
Newport

Character with CONTEMPORARY APPEAL at this arty, cleverly remodelled Georgian townhouse. 
A RESTAURANT with an enviable reputation for its seasonal Pembrokeshire menus. 
SEASIDE CHIC and a location in fashionable Newport, a small resort with a big appeal.

East Street, Newport, Pembrokeshire SA42 0SY info@llysmeddyg.com

Rooms 8 
B&B from £100 for 2
Hosts  Ed & Louise Sykes 
Must do Climb Carn Ingli

We all want to be beside the seaside, 
especially when you can stay somewhere as 
stylish as Llys Meddyg. And doubly so when 
it’s Pembrokeshire, dubbed the new Cornwall, 
out on a limb, hidden from the hustle, a 
fertile ground for creativity. Beginning life 
as a Georgian coaching inn, Llys Meddyg is 
a restaurant with rooms that manages the 
difficult balance of old and new, rustic and 
metropolitan, in a deceptively casual way 
(it’s not that easy). Bedrooms comfort the body 
and the mind, with sumptuous beds, monsoon 
showers, deep leather sofas with a look that 
leaps straight off the pages of a chic interior 
design magazine. The dining room embodies 
relaxed elegance whilst the cellar bar – all 
slate floors, old beams and flattering light – 
encapsulates the feeling that wherever you 
left behind is a reassuringly long way away. 
Your hosts, Ed and Louise Sykes have worked 

hard to realise their vision. Colours and 
textures, walls, floors, textiles and countless 
paintings sing of the natural environment, 
mirroring the pictures presented on the plate. 
The menu is anchored on Pembrokeshire’s 
rich, wild environment with the emphasis on 
seasonality and locality, spiced with a passion 
for foraged delicacies. In summertime, there 
is also the choice of eating in the less formal 
Kitchen Garden. Llys Meddyg is a reflection of 
the Newport of today, a spirited seaside town 
popular with a new breed of visitor. It’s on the 
loveliest, wildest stretch of the Pembrokeshire 
coast overlooking magical, mystical Carn Ingli, 
the ‘Mountain of the Angels’. Llys Meddyg have 
added a quirky twist for their guests by building 
a Yurt in the garden. It offers a king sized bed 
with a shower en-suite and best of all it has a 
wood fired hot tub. A perfect fit for those looking 
for a spot of glamping with all the creature 
comforts of staying in a luxury hotel.

MEMBERS SINCE  2007

26 Book Direct   0800 161 5871
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ST BRIDES SPA HOTEL
Saundersfoot

A seaside hotel for TODAY’S TASTES – modern, sophisticated and unstuffy, designed with 
flair. Feeds MIND AND BODY – superb state-of-the-art spa, great food. A VIEW TO DIE FOR, 
from its perch on a headland above the sea.

Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire SA69 9NH reservations@stbridesspahotel.com

Rooms 46 
B&B from £195 for 2
Hosts  Andrew & Lindsey Evans 
Must do Relax in the thermal infinity pool 

Seaside holidays in Britain are back in 
fashion. And it’s all because of places like 
St Brides. There are so many ‘wow’ factors 
in this stunning Pembrokeshire hotel that 
it’s difficult to know where to start. Let’s 
begin with the breathtaking location, on a 
headland above Saundersfoot harbour and 
Carmarthen Bay. It’s a big view that grabs 
your attention from almost every room. 
Hosts Andrew and Lindsey Evans explain 
that ‘the hotel has been designed around the 
view’. And design is the operative word, for 
the Evanses have overseen the wholesale 
remodelling of this hotel, bringing it bang into 
the 21st century. Clean lines, muted tones, 
big beds, powerful showers, lavish bathrooms, 
timber and limestone floors, subtle lighting, 
a gleaming bar area… St Brides ticks all the 
contemporary boxes. It’s a sophisticated 
design package with maritime touches, 

not unlike the ‘upscale’ kind of place you’d 
expect to find on the eastern seaboard of the 
USA. The Evanses aren’t the kind to rest on 
their laurels. There are six spacious two-
bedroomed Garden Suites fully equipped 
to offer flexible ‘hotel apartment’- style 
accommodation (there’s also a new fitness 
suite). St Brides’ star feature is its fabulous 
marine spa with its infinity pool (overlooking 
that view again), which includes aroma 
steam, rock sauna and treatment rooms, 
sensation shower, salt infusion room and 
ice fountain. The commitment to quality is 
carried through into the kitchen, the source of 
versatile menus and intense flavours based 
on fine Welsh and Pembrokeshire produce 
(try the seafood). The final touch comes in 
the public areas that double up as a gallery 
displaying contemporary Welsh artworks.

27

MEMBERS SINCE  2006

Book Direct   0800 161 5879
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TY MAWR COUNTRY HOTEL
Brechfa

OODLES OF CHARM – period features, nooks and crannies, uncluttered bedrooms with 
modern touches. GREAT FOOD, with the finest local ingredients mostly sourced within 
25 miles. RELAXED SURROUNDINGS, but not remote – lots to see and do locally. 

Brechfa, nr Carmarthen SA32 7RA info@wales-country-hotel.co.uk

Rooms 5
B&B from £130 for 2 
Hosts  Paul Bennett & Melissa Hurley
Must do Visit Aberglasney & National Botanic gardens

28

MEMBERS SINCE  2003

Take the country road that winds through the 
secluded Cothi Valley and you’ll come to the 
beautiful village of Brechfa set in the forest 
of the same name. And there you’ll find a 
little jewel that shines brightly. Tŷ Mawr 
is an intimate, cream-washed country 
hideaway with everything you’d expect– thick 
stone walls, old beams, low ceilings, log fires 
and cosy nooks and crannies, all creating
a warm, rustic farmhouse feel. But you 
sacrifice nothing in terms of creature 
comforts. Well-appointed bedrooms that 
blend old with new – an appealing mix of 
contemporary furnishings, restful neutral 
colours, and luxury touches. Your hosts, Paul 
and Melissa are committed to ensuring that 
the cooking perfectly complements these 
bucolic surroundings, with an inventive menu 
inspired by ‘field to fork’ sourcing of seasonal 

local produce. Tŷ Mawr takes its location 
seriously in other ways too, creating a strong 
‘sense of place’ that contributes greatly to 
its faithful following of happy guests. The 
Brechfa Forest is on the doorstep, a vast 
area latticed with walking paths and three 
dedicated mountain biking trails. Salmon and 
sea trout fishing, driven pheasant shooting, 
rough shooting and woodcock and duck 
shooting are all available locally. Or you may 
prefer to relax with a good book or enjoy a 
game of croquet or boules in the one-acre 
riverside grounds laid to lawns and flowerbeds. 
Tŷ Mawr is dog friendly too. Less than half an 
hour from the M4, it’s perfectly located for 
touring Carmarthenshire, Cardiganshire and 
Pembrokeshire and for visiting Carreg Cennen 
Castle and the magnificent National Botanic 
Garden of Wales.  

Book Direct   0800 161 5892
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Fine Wines Direct 
from the importer 

Fine Wines Direct UK the leading UK  
independent wine importer and supplier.
We offer bespoke services to suit all your needs; through personal, 
friendly and exceptional service, and:

• A range of over 1000 wines, champagne, fortified wines and spirits

• Exclusive importers of selected wines

• Wine at all price points, and representing exceptional value-for-money

• Vineyard bottled wines only

• Quick and flexible in-house delivery service

242 Penarth Road, Cardiff  CF11 8TU
Tel: 029 2078 7500 Fax: 029 2078 7510
Email: enquiries@finewinesdirectuk.com
www.finewinesdirectuk.com
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Woven in Wales.
melintregwynt.co.ukmelintregwynt.co.uk

A family company since 1912, our 
fabrics are the result of ways of 
thinking, working + living handed 
down through three generations. 
The knowledge and expert skills 
of all our sta�, past & present, 
keep the tradition of Welsh 
weaving alive at Melin Tregwynt

Today our blankets, throws and 
cushions can be found world-
wide; from hip hotels to design 
led stores, in galleries and in 
museums, on film and TV. 

We always try to make things 
that are useful and beautiful to 
look at and just right for you. 
We o�er  customised short runs 
and exclusive designs for hotels, 
designers and design led stores.

Melin Tregwynt, Castlemorris, Melin Tregwynt, Castlemorris, 
Haverfordwest, Pembs, SA62 5UXHaverfordwest, Pembs, SA62 5UX

T T +44 (0)1348 891 225 +44 (0)1348 891 225 
F F +44 (0)1348 891 694 +44 (0)1348 891 694 
E E info@melintregwynt.co.uk info@melintregwynt.co.uk 
W W melintregwynt.co.ukmelintregwynt.co.uk
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Nestled in 2,000 acres of rolling parkland and wooded hills in the beautiful 
Usk Valley, only two hours from London, the Celtic Manor Collection is a 

luxurious destination on a grand scale.

BURSTING TO 
DISCOVER THE 
CELTIC MANOR
COLLECTION 
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Four unique and individual 
hotels including the charming 
19th century Manor House, 
idyllic Newbridge on Usk 
country inn, stylish Coldra 
Court Hotel, and the five star 
Resort Hotel with its luxurious 
Signature Collection of  
rooms and suites.

Whatever tickles your 
tastebuds, at Celtic Manor 
guests are spoilt for choice 
with no fewer than seven 
sensational restaurants and 
six vibrant bars offering 
everything from award-
winning signature steaks to 
Asian-inspired flavours.

The luxurious Forum Spa 
offers visitors a sanctuary 
from the world of deadlines, 
rushing and stress.  With 
the finest treatments from 
Elemis, you are assured of 
that little bit of nourishment 
for the body and spirit.

As you would expect 
of a renowned Ryder 
Cup venue, the golfing 
facilities are exceptional.  
As well as three stunning 
championship golf 
courses and two luxurious 
clubhouses, there is also a 
world-class Golf Academy 
offering expert tuition and 
custom club fitting.

PLACES TO STAY DELICIOUS DINING

WAYS TO RELAX PLAY LIKE A PRO

Fantastic adventure activities 
add an extra element of 
fun and excitement perfect 
for children, couples 
and families. Experience 
everything from archery, 
adventure golf and laser 
clays, to a thrilling high and 
low ropes treetop adventure.

A new state-of-the-art 
International Convention 
Centre Wales opened in 
2019, designed to attract 
major events from around 
the world, Celtic Manor is 
firmly focused on building 
brilliance and leading 
the way. 

FUN TO BE HAD BOLD & BRILLIANT

Discover more at celtic-manor.com or call 01633 410262

With luxury hotels, world-class golf courses, sensational spas and delicious 
dining, this unique destination is bursting with...
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01443 667800 | www.hensolcastle.com
Hensol Castle Park, Hensol, Vale of Glamorgan, CF72 8JX 

A stunning 17th Century Grade I listed castle nestled in breathtaking 
Welsh countryside that includes a 15 acre serpentine lake plus original 

architecture, turrets, Gothic towers and feature staircases.

A former stately home situated six miles outside of Cardi� city centre
and just three minutes o� junction 34 of the M4 makes Hensol Castle the

ideal venue to explore the best South Wales has to o�er.

A STAY OF SPLENDOUR
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New for 2021 in the cellars 
of Hensol Castle we will be 
opening South Wales’ first 
full scale gin distillery, 
visitor experience, gin 
school and bottling plant.
Visitors will be able to take 
a full tour of the distillery 
or for real gin lovers they 
can even distil, bottle and 
label their very own 70cl 
bottle of gin to take home.

In 2021, the castle 
will also o�er a range of 
accommodation that 
will include suites and 
a Baronial Master Suite, 
all bespoke designed 
and individually finished 
and named after famous 
previous owners of the 
castle. These will be 
complemented with 
sumptuous executive 
and standard bedrooms 
– all finished to the
highest specifications.

Our fine dining restaurant 
will also open in 2021 and 
will o�er the very best of 
Welsh produce sourced 
from local farms as well as 
produce grown in our own 
restored Grade 1 listed 
walled garden. 

A contemporary dining 
experience in a heritage 
environment.

Located in Hensol Castle 
Park, next door to its 
sister hotel the Vale 
Resort, where guests can 
take advantage of two 
championship golf courses, 
lavish spa, an extensive 
health and racquets 
club including a large 
gymnasium, pool, sauna 
and steam room as well as 
additional dining options.

We look forward to 
welcoming you to Hensol 
Castle in 2021.
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It’s a theme that fits Wales – and our 
bottled-up desire to escape – perfectly. 
After all, the country is known for its Great 
Outdoors – its rugged, rocky mountains, 
green hills and vales and consistently 
stunning 870-mile shoreline. Someone 
once worked out that over 25% of the 
country is filled with National Parks (we 
have three), Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (there are five) and Heritage 
Coast. And the bits that aren’t are largely 
untouched and unexplored (you’ll only have 
red kites and sheep for company in the 
‘Wild Wales’ of the Cambrian Mountains, 
and might well be transported back to the 
1950s when you travel the traffic-free 
lanes of timeless border country).

Park life
The Snowdonia National Park, named after 
the highest peak in Wales and England, 
dominates the north. Covering a whopping 
845 square miles, it’s a huge swathe of 
country and coast stretching all the way 
south to Machynlleth. Climb Snowdon or 
Cader Idris. Chill out on the Coed y Brenin 
Forest Park’s biking and walking trails.

YEAR OF THE 
OUTDOORS
We’ve had the years of ‘Adventure’ 
(2016), ‘Legends’ (2017), ‘Sea’ (2018) 
and ‘Discovery’ (2019). Now it’s the 
turn of the outdoors. For reasons we’re 
all too familiar with, Visit Wales’s 
2020 ‘Year of the Outdoors’ has 
been extended into 2021 when we’re 
hopefully free to travel again. It’s the 
perfect pick-me-up for post-lockdown 
times, says Roger Thomas.

Year of the Outdoors
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In the south, the 520-square-mile Brecon 
Beacons National Park is greener and 
rounder. It rolls and flows across the 
landscape like a verdant petrified sea from 
the Wales/England border to Swansea’s 
doorstep. Check out its ‘Waterfall Country’. 
Stargaze into its Dark Skies.

Pembrokeshire is home to the UK’s only 
coastal-based National Park. It wraps itself 
around South-west Wales for 186 miles 
from Poppit Sands near Cardigan to Amroth, 
taking in soaring sea-cliffs, sandy beaches, 
popular resorts and hidden bays. Watch 
seabirds and seals. Go island-hopping.

Simply outstanding
They’re five of the best. The Gower Peninsula, 
the UK’s first Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB), was created in 1956. It hasn’t 
changed much since. Blow away the cobwebs 
on the cliffs above the big beach at Rhossili. 
Get sand between your toes at Three Cliffs 
Bay and Oxwich.

Immerse yourself in the luxuriant woodlands 
of the Wye Valley AONB, or head to the 
opposite end of Wales and soak up the 
big skies and wide, open spaces of the 
Clwydian Range and Dee Valley AONB.

In North-west Wales there are two coastal 
gems – the Isle of Anglesey AONB and 
‘Snowdon’s arm’, the untamed Llŷn Peninsula 
AONB. 

Indoors, outdoors
Wherever you stay you’ll be close to Great 
Outdoors experiences. To give you a flavour, 
here’s a tour of the outdoors from some 
of our Welsh Rarebits members. 

Where? The Bear Hotel (Crickhowell), 
Gliffaes Country House Hotel (near 
Crickhowell) and Peterstone Court Hotel 
& Spa (Brecon).
Why? They’re on the doorstep of the best 
of the Brecon Beacons. Head up to Table 
Mountain (in Welsh Crug Hywel, ‘Hywel’s Fort’, 
so now you know where Crickhowell got its 
name from), or Pen y fan, the highest summit 
in South Wales.

Where? Lake Country House (Llangammarch 
Wells), Metropole Hotel (Llandrindod Wells).
Why? If you can drag yourself away from 
the luxury spas at these two hotels you 
have the wild Cambrian Mountains and 
Elan Valley ‘lake district’ to explore. There’s 
wildlife aplenty. Bring binoculars as well 
as walking boots.

Where? Crug Glas Country House 
(near St Davids).
Why? Pembrokeshire is a ‘peninsula of 
peninsulas.’ There’s nowhere more stunning 
than St Davids Peninsula. Walk the coast 
path. See Celtic shrines. Be inspired.

Where? Llys Meddyg (Newport).
Why? The Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park’s boundary dips inland to include the 
Preselis, an atmospheric expanse of open 
hillside scattered with ancient sites. Scramble 
up to the Iron Age hillfort of Carn Ingli, the 
‘Mount of Angels’. Visit Pentre Ifan Cromlech, 
made from the same Preseli ‘bluestones’ that 
somehow found their way to Stonehenge.

Where? The Harbourmaster (Aberaeron) 
and Y Talbot (Tregaron).
Why? An odd couple, perhaps, but there’s no 
better way to get to know Ceredigion’s coast 
and country. Spot dolphins in Cardigan Bay 
and red kites in the skies above the remote, 
hauntingly beautiful Teifi Pools.
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Where? Tyddyn Llan (near Bala) and 
the Hand at Llanarmon (Llanarmon 
Dyffryn Ceiriog).
Why? Walkers can’t go wrong. Explore 
North Wales’s secret side amongst the 
hills and mountains of the Berwyns and 
the Ceiriog Valley, or follow the ancient 
Offa’s Dyke Path, which runs along the 
Welsh border.

Where? Portmeirion Village 
(Penrhyndeudraeth).
Why? If you like the Great Outdoors you’ll 
fall head over heels for Snowdonia. The 
highest, mightiest peaks of the National 
Park are just a stone’s throw away. Your 
otherworldly base is also handy for 
exploring the spectacular Llŷn Peninsula.

Where? Bodysgallen Hall & Spa and 
St George’s Hotel (Llandudno).
Why? Walk the paths of Conwy Mountain. 
Go up, up and away to the Great Orme 
Country Park above Llandudno, a nature 
reserve with widescreen views and rare 
plants and animals (watch out for the 
wild goats).

Where? The Bull (Beaumaris), Château 
Rhianfa (Menai Bridge) and Tre-Ysgawen 
Hall & Spa (Llangefni).
Why? You’re on the Isle of Anglesey, an 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Walk 
the Heritage Coast, spot seabirds at the 
spectacular South Stack cliffs, go kayaking 
from Rhosneigr or Rhoscolyn.

Year of the Outdoors

Where? Brigands Inn (Mallwyd) and 
Penmaenuchaf Hall (Dolgellau).
Why? Go mountain biking, walking or trail 
running in the Coed y Brenin Forest Park. 
Or drive up Bwlch y Groes (The Pass of the 
Cross), the highest mountain road in Wales 
(it’s not for the fainthearted).

Where? Trefeddian Hotel (Aberdyfi), Coes 
Faen Spa Lodge (Barmouth), Penmaenuchaf 
Hall (Dolgellau) and Brigands Inn (Mallwyd).
Why? Explore southern Snowdonia at its 
finest, where mountains slide into the sea 
along the beautiful Mawddach Estuary. 
It’s pure Welsh gold (literally – there’s gold 
to be found in these hills).

Where? Lake Vyrnwy Hotel & Spa (Llanwddyn).
Why? Possibly the ultimate away-from-it-all 
destination with breathtaking views of a 
dramatic, mountain-ringed lake. A 24,000-
acre estate and huge nature reserve are on 
the doorstep. Country pursuits include 
fishing, shooting and birdwatching.
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Ireland’s Blue Book is a collection of Irish country house hotels, manor 
houses, castles and restaurants. Located throughout the island of Ireland 

these charming and stylish hideaways are perfect for your holiday in Ireland.

For your free copy of the Ireland’s Blue Book guide,  
please email your postal address to mail@irelandsbluebook.com

www.irelandsbluebook.com / T +353 1 676 9914
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As You See It Video.
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01 Bodysgallen Hall & Spa 14 31
02 The Bull 15 25
03 Château Rhianfa 16 16
04 Coes Faen Spa Lodge 17 7
05 The Hand at Llanarmon 18 13
06 Penmaenuchaf Hall 19 14
07 Portmeirion Village 20 55
08 St George’s Hotel 22 81
09 Tre-Ysgawen Hall Hotel & Spa 23 29
10 Tyddyn Llan 24 13
11 Bear Hotel 30 35
12 Brigands Inn 31 10
13 The Falcondale 32 17
14 Gliffaes Country House Hotel 33 23
15 Harbourmaster 34 13
16 Lake Country House & Spa 35 31
17 Lake Vyrnwy Hotel & Spa 36 52
18 Metropole Hotel & Spa 37 109
19 Peterstone Court Hotel & Spa 38 12
20 Y Talbot 39 13
21 Trefeddian Hotel 40 59
22 The Cawdor 46 25
23 Crug Glâs Country House 47 7
24 The Grove 48 25
25 Holm House 49 12
26 Llys Meddyg 50 8
27 St Brides Spa Hotel 51 46
28 Tŷ Mawr Country Hotel 52 5

HOTEL 
FEATURES
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Tel  +44 (0) 1570 470785
Email info@rarebits.co.uk  
 Website rarebits.co.uk




